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CI-provision for deaf children of deaf or hard of hearing parents 

Abstract 

The cochlear implant (CI) is an internal ear prosthesis, which can bypass the 
malfunctioning cochlea. After a rehabilitation process and a phase of learning how to 
hear, People who have been provided with a CI are capable of hearing or hearing 
again (after losing their hearing). 

Cochlear implant provisions – as we understand them today – began in the early 
1980s. At first, only people who had lost their hearing were provided with cochlear 
implants. In the late 1980s also the first infants who were born deaf were provided with 
cochlear implants. Since then, the CI-provision for deaf and profoundly hearing 
impaired children has become standard care. In over 90 % of all cases, deaf and 
profoundly hearing impaired children have hearing parents. They usually decide in 
favour of a CI-provision for their child. It is different if the parents are also deaf. Unlike 
in the case of hearing parents, there is no communication barrier as they are proficient 
in sign language, which enables them to communicate with their child. 

The motives of these (deaf) parents for deciding in favour of a CI-provision for their 
child, their experiences and the effects on the family situation and cohabitating are 
presented. 
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