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1) Exchanging Staff and Offices between Kyoto and Heidelberg; A 
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2) HeKKSaGOn Consortium:  A Frontier of Japan‐German Collaboration 
in Research and Education



Kyoto: Japan’s Heartland



Kyoto University: at a Glance

“…to sustain and develop its historical commitment to 
academic freedom and to pursue harmonious coexistence 

within the human and ecological community on this planet.”
—from the university’s mission statement

 Key Figures (as of 2014)
 Undergrad students 13,421; Grad students 9,256
 Non‐Japanese students 1,733 
 Academic staff 3,406; Non‐Japanese 240
 Times Higher Ed World Univ Ranking: 59th
 QS World Univ Ranking: 36th

 Facilities
 3 Campuses located in Kyoto City
 10 Faculties
 18 Graduate Schools
 14 Research Institutes
 27 Research and Educational Centers
 41 University Establishments in Japan
 49 Overseas Offices and Facilities

Main (Yoshida) Campus

Katsura Campus

Uji Campus



New in 2014: Isamu Akasaki receives the Nobel Prize
Kazutoshi Mori receives the Lasker Award

Kyoto University: Laureates

Kazutoshi
Mori
2014

Isamu  
Akasaki
2014



Overseas Partner Institutions:
41 countries 

123 universities
4 university associations

4 institution
(as of Mar 15, 2015)

Asia
12 countries
43 universities

North America
2 countries
19 universities

Latin America
2 country
2 university

Europe 
16 countries 49 universities

Oceania
2 countries
6 universities

Middle East
3 countries
3 universities

Africa
4 countries
5 universities

Others

Faculty-level agreements 104

Kyoto University’s Partners



Kyoto University’s Partners in Germany

General Memoranda for Academic Cooperation 
and Exchange (German)

-Free University of Berlin (1984)

-Ludwig Maximilians University of Munich (1989)

-Rhenish Friedrich Wilhelm University of Bonn (1990)

-Rupert Charles University of Heidelberg (1990)

-Humboldt University of Berlin (1998)

-Technische Universitat Munchen (2006)

-Georg-August-Universitat Gottingen (2011)

-Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (2011)

-University of Cologne (2013)

-RWTH Aachen University (2014)



Kyoto University European Center, Heidelberg Office
‐Open in May 2014

4 Key Roles of Heidelberg Office

1. Research Support in Europe 
2. Promotion for Education in Europe
3. Promotion for the Internationalization of University Staff and Students
4. Publication, Public Relationship, Social Networking

Staff
1 URA (University Research Administrator) , 1 Administration Staff, 1 Local Staff



Heidelberg University launched the Office in Kyoto
‐Open in April 2015



HeKKSaGOn

Network of Universities 



German‐Japanese Universities Alliance

Research 
Fields

Events
and

Funding 
About

HeKKSaGOn



About HeKKSaGOn

Established in 2010
as a foundation to further develop international cooperation and 
exchange of ideas in education, research and innovation fields to 
further advance science, technology, industry and culture between 
member universities. 

The German‐Japanese 
Universities Alliance
(HeKKSaGOn) 



PERTNERS

Heidelberg,    Kyoto,       Karlsruhe,   Sendai (Tohoku),  Göttingen,  Osaka



KYOTO UNIVERSITY EXPECTS HeKKSaGOn to be,,,
•A central gateway to promote collaborative 
activities across Europe.

• A vital platform to generate multidisciplinary 
and cutting‐edge research in Japan and Europe.

• A partnership to create mutually beneficial 
education projects, 
such as double‐degree and joint‐degree programs.   



Research Fields & Projects

The HeKKSaGOn network's 
collaboration mechanism is based on 

research groups 
consisting of scientists from the 
participating universities. 



RESEARCH FIELDS & PROJECTS

1. Life & Natural Science Fusion
2. Coordination Chemistry for Energy Conversion, Catalysis & 

Nanotechnology
3. Social Sciences & Humanities
4. Disaster Risk & Response: Scientific & technological Issues
5. Dynamic Imaging for Physical, Chemical & Biological Interests
6. Robotics: Challenges & Opportunities in the 21st Century
7. Japanese‐German Neuroscience Research Network Focusing on 

Psychosis, Affective Disorders & Related Traits
8. Mathematics in Life Sciences, Materials Science & Economy



Events:
Presidential Conferences
Winter Schools
Sponsored By Robert‐Bosch‐Foundation GmbH

EVENTS AND FUNDING 

Funding options:
• for Germans to Japan
• for Japanese to Germany
• JSPS Programmes
• New Opportunities to Cooperate with Japanese 

Scientists (DFG)



Exchange Programme
for Students and Young Researchers

• Academic exchange 
visit to Japan 

• Host a researcher 
from Japan in their lab. 



Winter School Programme
Inviting Doctoral students to Kyoto 
University 



The Graduate School of Letters and the Graduate School 
of Economics offer five exchange places to MATS 
students every year.
Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit (KUASU) is one of the 
core international partners of the Heidelberg Center for 
Transcultural Studies (HCTS).  The credit transfer system 
of M.A student has just started. (towards MA. and Ph.D. 
degree programs.)

Student Exchange on the 
Asian Studies and Economics



Thank you

HeKKSaGOn

Kyoto University


