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 Born January 17, 1945 
 
Career 
   1992-present      Director of DLR’s Institute of Robotics and Mechatronics 
   1991-present      Joint professorship with the Technische Universität München 
   1988-1991          Member of the IEEE administrative committee of the IEEE Society “Robotics and Automation” 
   1987-1993          Initiation and technical direction of ROTEX - the first robot in space that has successfully flown with  
                              spacelab D-2-mission in April 1993 
   1987-1994          Rejection of different chairs in “robotics” offered by European Technical, Universities like the ETH  
                              Zurich/Switzerland 
   1985                   Election as chairman of the German “council on robot control”. 
                              Initiation and organization of the first German conference on robot control 
   since 1976          Head of the Automation and Robotics Division at DLR 
 
Research Interests 
     telerobotics and space robotics, lightweight robot arms and multifingered hands, 3D-world modelling and sensor fusion,  
     intelligent motion planning, aerial robotics 
 
Honours 
• Honorary Citizen of Budapest Tech (The union of Budapest Technical Universities), 2005 
• IEEE Pioneer Award of the Robotics and Automation Society, “... for his pioneering research in mechatronic devices,  
  teleoperation, articulated hands and lightweight robots, and his leadership in space robotic programs in Europe”, 2005 
• Order of merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, 2004 
• Member of “Wall of fame IT” Heinz Nixdorf-Computermuseum, Paderborn, 2004 
• Honorary Professor, Harbin Institute of Technology / China, 2003 
• Bavarian Innovation Award, 2002 
• Golden Hermann Oberth Medal, 2002 
• IEEE Fellow Award, 1997 
• “Karl Heinz Beckurts Award”, Germany’s most important award for outstanding promotion of the partner-ship between  
  science and industry, 1996 
• JARA (Japan Robot Association) Award, 1995 
• Gottfried W. Leibniz Award, Germany’s highest scientific award, 1995 
• “Annual Award” of the German Society for Pattern recognition, 1994 
• “Joe Engelberger Award‘” (advancement of robotic science in the service of mankind), 1994 
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