Handling Cancer: Ethical Discussions about Cancer in Japan

1. Abstract:

Cancer is one of the major causes of death in Japan, accounting for about 30% of all
deaths. In spite of growing success in cancer therapies, cancer does remain a major source
of concern and anxiety. It is also the object of manifold initiatives in research, therapy,
health care and health education, with a growing focus on the relation between the disease
and individual and collective lifestyles. Concurrently, it is linked to a variety of ethical
issues, ranging from research ethics to issues of informed consent, patient decision making
and individual responsibility for a health-conducive lifestyle. The presentation outlines
major themes and developments in the ethical discussions around cancer, with a focus on

the preeminent subject of “disclosing cancer diagnosis”.
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