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Developing humans are unavoidably exposed to chemosensory information in the species- and
culture-typical succession of environments that are mediated by the mother. The properties of these
environmental influences pertain to life history and local conditions from which individuals derive their
social network, diet, comfort habits, all aspects that define culture in humans.

This culturally-constructed odour and flavour information transfer from mother to infant shapes: i) the
offspring's processing abilities at neuro-cognitive levels and concurrent adaptive responses leading to
very first selective responses, and ii) sets the context for responses and states in future development.
These early influences generally lead the offspring to more or less reproduce the food preferences of the
parent.

We will present data on when infants do begin to process culturally-constructed information based on
chemosensory cues, which perceptual and cognitive mechanisms are involved, and which long-term
effects are observed in older children, adolescents and adults.
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