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Kyokutei Bakin (1767-1848) 



Edo kaimono hitori annai 江戸買物独
案内 (1824) 



Contents of the Edo kaimono hitori 
annai 



Shônin kaimono hitori annai 商人買物
独案内 (1824) 



An example of an advertisement for a 
“Dutch” medicine 

 



Life-prolonging medicine 



Hankontan in the Meiji period 



Hankontan nowadays 



A pharmacy in the nineteenth century: 
from Edo meisho zue 江戸名所図会 

 



Place of manufacture 

• Pharmacies 
• Temples and shrines 
• Physician families 
• Street stall vendors 



Types of medicines: 

• Propriety medicine:   
  Kiōgan 奇応丸  
   Kendoku myōyaku 犬毒妙薬 
• Vernacular medicine: 
  Loosestrifes  (misohagi 千屈菜) 
• Materia medica (shōyaku or kigusuri 生薬) 
 



Kurokawa Dōyū 黒川道祐: ‘Topograpy 
of Yamashiro’ (Yōshū fushi 雍州府志, 

1686) 
• ordinary medicines before processing: ‘crude 

medicines’ (kigusuri 木薬) 
• In China, these medicines are called: 

‘prepared medicines’ (seiyaku 成薬) 
• In Japan, these shops are called: ‘shops for 

prepared medicine’ (seiyakuya 成薬屋), or: 
‘tiger-house’ (toraya 虎屋),  or : ‘wisteria 
house’ (fujiya 藤屋) 
 



From merchant to expert 

• Endō  Genri, a merchant in Kyoto who started 
a successful family business of making 
medicine in the second half of the 
seventeenth century.   

• Development of ethic rules 
 



Factors crucial for the development of 
the pharmacies 

• The formation of guilds 
• Development of botanical studies 
• Bakufu initiatives 



Formation of guilds 

• Starting point: establishment of „Ten 
wholesale groups” (Togumi toiya 十組問屋) in 
Edo in 1694 

• Formation of the Honchō guild in 1715 
• Official recognition of the Ōtenma-chō  guild 

in 1729 



Development of botanical studies 
• Impact upon botanical studies: 
 - “Compendium of Materia Medica” (Ben cao gang mu 
本草綱目) 

- Kaibara Ekiken  and his “Materia Medica of Japan” ( 
Yamato honzō, ) 

- Miyazaki Antei 宮崎安貞 (1623-1697) and his 
“Compendium of Agriculture” (Nōgyō zensho 農業全
書, 1697) 

• Representatives: 
- Matsuoka Joan 松岡恕庵 (1668-1746) 
- Ono Ranzan 小野蘭山 (1729-1810) 
 



Bakufu initiatives 

• Tokugawa Yoshimune‘s projects: 
− Own production of foods and plants for medicinal 

use 
− Dispatch of ‚herb-collectors‘ (saiyakushi) 
− Publication of Shoshû saiyakuki and Fukyû ruihô 

• Tokugawa Ieharu/Matsudaira Sadanobu: 
− Under Takuma: promotion of Western sciences 
− Publication of Kôkei saikyûhô 



Loosestrife 
 



Pharmaceutical items in Kōkei 
saikyūhō 

• Medicinal items to be purchased at a 
pharmacy listed in Kōkei saikyūhō: 
In total: 112 items, of which are 
- 74 deriving from plants 
- 17 different kinds of medicine 
- 14 deriving from animals and animal products 
- 6 compound medicines. 



Thank you! 
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