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Cancer treatment in geriatric women-how to find the right balance? 
 

Malignant diseases are increasing with age and people have an increasing life expectancy, 
therefore cancer treatment in the elderly (geriatric oncology) is a socio-medical matter with 
high relevance. Co-morbidities and impaired organ function have to be taken into consideration 
before choosing diagnostic and therapeutical options. Generally all surgical and 
pharmaceutical treatment modalities should be reflected for the elderly in order to realize an 
equivalent outcome compared to the younger patients. By presenting examples out of the 
gynecological oncology (breast cancer and genital cancer) it will be demonstrated how to come 
to  the right adjustment of treatment for the elderly between “not too much” and “not too sparse”. 
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