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Energy Landscapes of the Future 
 
Abstract 

In the light of threatening climate change, renewable energy resources have gained more 
impact over the last decades. This, however, is changing the ways we deal with nature on the 
ethical and aesthetic level. The lecture, after delivering a throwback to the 1970s to 1990s, 
analyses how renewable resources and the issue of sustainability are dealt within three 
different modes: calculating, showing and saying. How do they shape energy landscapes of 
the future, and how can we envision them? Are plants still the method of choice and if yes, 
what do we understand as “plant”? In addition, central concepts from the philosophy and 
history of technology such as “path dependence” are discussed. The geographical and political 
focus will be the European Union; the technological focus will be global. 
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